ALNWICK  AND  WARKWORTH

Warkworth remains embalmed in its past.    The fine
Edwardian keep with its high look-out turret is, within, a per-
fect example of medieval domestic architecture, for it has
undergone no alterations since the fifteenth century.   The
medieval Percies had preferred Warkworth to Alnwick as a
home ;  in the seventeenth century both were neglected for
their estates at Petworth in Sussex; but in the eighteenth cen-
tury the first Duke decided to make Alnwick the chief residence
of the family.  In the nineteenth century the medieval domestic
apartments of the castle were transformed into a ducal palace
though the main lines of the older castle were preserved.
Little of the Norman castle, that withstood William the Lion,
remains, but  the fourteenth-century walls, crowned with
strange warlike effigies, the massive gate-house and barbican
are still as they were in the time of Hotspur,   On the walls is
Hotspur's Chair, commanding the view over the river and
meadows to the north whence the Scots might be seen ap-
proaching.   Below, on the bridge across the river, the Percy
lion faces the same direction.   Even now, * the days of her
warfare accomplished', it is easy to understand why Alnwick
was never taken by an enemy.
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